
 

April 2018 Newsletter 
 (Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

2018 Calendar of Events: 
Mark your calendars. Dates for next year’s meetings 

have been reserved. Programs and some event dates 

are still to be determined. 

April 14: Choosing the perfect pot. (Raffle changed 

to June meeting) 

April 20-22: LSBF Convention. Longview. 

April 28-29: Japanese Garden Spring Festival. 

May 6: 9AM- noon, Sunday. Visiting speaker Roy 

Nagatoshi. 

May 18-20: Exhibition. Rose Room.  

Friday night: set-up. Viewing Saturday & Sunday. 

June 9: Annual Club Auction and Raffle. 

July 14: Spotlight on Ficus species. 

Aug. 11: Annual Club Members Business Meeting. 

Sept. 8: Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

Oct. 13: LSBF traveling speaker? 

Oct. 20-21: Japanese Garden Fall Festival. 

Nov. 10: TBD 

Dec. 8: Christmas Party. 

 

 
Spring time Show & Tell from last month’s meeting. 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 

 Happy Easter to all my fellow FWBS bonsai 

enthusiasts. Well spring is finally here in North 

Texas and my bonsai are really liking the mild 

weather and early rain. Spring is a great time for our 

bonsai in Texas and this April is full of fun activities 

for our club. April will be a busy month for the 

FWBS. We start the month with our normal FWBS 

meeting. Our April program and auction has 

changed. We will have the FWBS auction in 

June. Again the FWBS Auction is moved to our 

June program. We decided to change the date of our 

auction as it has falls on the same day as the Deep 

Forest Gallery auction. Deep Forest Gallery is 

located in Coppell and if you have not been to this 

nursery you will want to go to this auction.  

 The LSBF convention will be in Longview 

April 20-22. In addition to the LSBF convention we 

will once again be showing our trees at the Japanese 

Garden Spring Festival April 28th and 29th. 

 As it turns out it looks like the Japanese 

Spring Festival IS NOT scheduled for the same 

weekend as the LSBF. Having said that we will still 

need volunteers during the Festival. Its usually a 

great time in the Japanese Garden and always a lot of 

fun.  

 As always please continue to visit the Fort 

Worth Bonsai website. Everyone is encourage to add 

bonsai related information. Im hoping we can get 

some more participation to generate interest in our 

club. http://fortworthbonsai.org 

 In addition to our new website we now have 

a Facebook page that is up and running. We have 

finally been able to remove the old bogus sight so 

you will be on the correct sight if you search for Fort 

Worth Bonsai Society.     

 Please remember to save the dates for the 

LSBF Convention in Longview April 19-22, 2018. It 

looks like they have secured some great artists for 

this convention so you won’t be disappointed.  More 

info to come as of now you can register at: 

http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/2018-convention 

 A special Thank You goes out to Roger 

Spohn for volunteering to be the FWBS Secretary.  

 I look forward to seeing you at our regular 

meeting as well as at the Japanese Spring Festival. 

Thanks 

Dan 

 

http://fortworthbonsai.org/
http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/2018-convention


April’s Program: 
By Program Chairman Estella Flather 

 

Some important changes to note: 

 The Annual Raffle & Auction has been 

moved to our June meeting.  

 The Japanese Garden Spring Festival is April 

28th & 29th not the same weekend as the LSBF 

Convention. So the two events do not conflict with 

each other as I thought. We can use all of your help 

at the Festival. It’s lots of fun. You get in free (just 

sign in at the volunteer line at the entry point).  

 The topic of April’s meeting will be pot 

selection. Learn about traditional pot choices and 

how to use the pot to best compliment your bonsai. 

Please bring a couple of your favorirte pots, with or 

without tree, for show and tell. 

  

Last Month’s Meeting:  

Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

 Howard and Sylvia Smith were here last 

month for a workshop. They brought some of their 

own trees to demonstrate proper trimming of the 

new buds. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

2018 LSBF Convention 
 The brochure and registration for the 2018 LSBF 

Annual Convention is now available on the LSBF 

website. Below is some additional information. 

 

2018-LONE STAR BONSAI FEDERATION ANNUAL 

CONVENTION: “Blooming Bonsai” hosted by the 

Longview Bonsai Society on April 20-22, 2018. 

 Hilton Garden Inn, Longview, Texas 

 Featured artists: 

“Bonsai Boon” Manakitivipart, California 

Rodney Clemons, Georgia 

Mike Lane, Florida 

 Registration available on the website: 

http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/12/ 2018-LSBF-Blooming-Bonsai- 

Brochure_web.pdf 

Regards, Ben 

Ben Karlson 

bkarlson@gmail.com 

 

Japanese Garden Bonsai  

Collection Report 
by Mark Bynum, Director 

 

 In October 2017, the Pilot Bonsai Exhibit was 

launched on the east deck of the Treasure Tree Gift Shop.  

December thru February, the Exhibit has taken a winter 

http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/%202018-LSBF-Blooming-Bonsai-%20Brochure_web.pdf
http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/%202018-LSBF-Blooming-Bonsai-%20Brochure_web.pdf
http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/%202018-LSBF-Blooming-Bonsai-%20Brochure_web.pdf
mailto:bkarlson@gmail.com


hiatus and as of March 13, 2018, is back in place ready 

for the spring crowds and the Spring Japanese Festival.  

The personnel of the JG have been doing a good job of 

watering the exhibit trees.  

  The Japanese Garden Bonsai Collection (JGBC) 

committee consists of Mark Bynum, Estella Flather, and 

Steven Hendricks.  We have set up and managed the 

collection to date including acquisition of bonsai trees and 

materials, and maintenance of the collection.  There are 

10 trees total in the collection and we will look at 

increasing the inventory and working the current trees to 

a showable state. 

 The following is the literature on the flyer 

available at the Japanese Garden to the public.  The 

current bonsai trees in the Exhibit are named with a short 

description. Note the advertisement for the FWBS.  Other 

details in the flyer may interest new members of our club. 

Thanks to Scott Rae for printing the flyers. 

 

 
These are two of the trees currently on exhibit. 

 

BONSAI TREE EXHIBIT 
East deck of the Treasure Tree Gift Shop. 

 

The Bonsai Exhibit at the Japanese Gardens is sponsored 

by the Fort Worth Bonsai Society. We worked out a plan 

for this pilot program that will lead to a larger, permanent 

bonsai exhibit in another part of the Gardens.  This is our 

first full season.  Your feedback will help us define our 

direction for the future. 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

About the Exhibit Trees: 

Left-  Japanese Boxwood 

            (Buxus japonica) 

A broadleaf evergreen, the boxwood is a common 

landscape shrub and a very good starter plant for the 

bonsai beginner.  This tree was nursery stock that has been 

developed into a bonsai tree over the last 14 years. 

18+ years old. 

From the Mark Bynum Collection 

Center- Green Mound Juniper 
  (Juniperus procumbens ‘nana’) 

A common landscape juniper in this region.  This tree was 

donated to the JG by a beloved volunteer, Darwin Boesch. 

We are privileged to have this tree styled by Bjorn 

Bjorholm, a well-known, world bonsai artist.   

25+ years old.  

From the Japanese Gardens Bonsai Collection. 

Right- Dwarf Yaupon Holly 

           (Ilex vomitoria ‘nana’) 

A broadleaf evergreen, the Dwarf Yaupon is a common 

landscape shrub in this area.  This tree came from the 

Japanese Gardens when the Moon Deck restrooms were 

built around 2002 and was already 60 years old.  The 

trunk is slowly rotting away and the tree will have to be 

redesigned, but will live on as a permanent part of the 

Japanese Garden Bonsai Collection. 

76 years old. 

From the Mark Bynum Collection 

Potential bonsai trees can come from many sources.  Most 

beginning bonsai enthusiasts get their bonsai from 

nursery stock. Look for single trunk plants that may have 

an interesting bend, twist, or sharp turn to use as a feature 

for the new bonsai tree.  The thicker the trunk, the better.   

Many of the larger and more interesting bonsai trees were 

dug up.  Two sources for digging are urban digging and 

digging in the wild.  Urban digging is collecting 

interesting landscape plants from around city 

neighborhoods, from boxwoods to hollies. The bigger, 

more interesting bonsai trees come from the wild.  There 

are plenty of native trees in Texas that are good candidates 

for the bonsai art, from the Ashe Juniper to the Live Oak. 

Any digging comes at a higher risk than nursery stock, so 

it is recommended to start with smaller trees and work 

your way up to the larger dug trees.  For technique help 

on collecting potential bonsai trees, come to a Fort Worth 

Bonsai Society meeting and ask. 

*************************** This Bonsai Exhibit for 

the Japanese Garden is dedicated to the memory of Jackie 

Paul, bonsai enthusiast and member of the Fort Worth 

Bonsai Society. She was a mentor to many of us in the 

Society.  Her generous donation allowed this program to 

be possible. 

**************************** 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months on the 

second Saturday at 9am-noon at the Garden Center 

building. All are welcome. 

For more information about bonsai art, our Society, and 

how you can start your own tree, please go to our  website 

below.  

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

Also, please give us your 

Feedback about this exhibit 

at the same website. 

 

 

JGBC-Brochure Insert #2, 3-18  



APRIL BONSAI 
By John Miller  

 Warm weather is favorable for having 

problems from the insects and fungal diseases.  

Aphids especially are showing up.  Mildew usually 

won’t be seen until it warms more but with our Texas 

weather that could be here before this article gets in 

print. Leaf spot could be a problem. 

 Fungal diseases can show up with damp 

weather. Leaf spot can be serious on Catlin and 

chinese elms and on hollies.  There are organic 

fungicides available, baking soda is one.  Check an 

organics nursery or publications. A 1% solution of 

hydrogen peroxide (dilute the standard 3% store 

bought stuff 2 parts water to each part peroxide) is 

also recommended but it can injure very new foliage. 

 A good organic program takes care of both 

the feeding and the insect problems.  The trick is to 

be sure to thoroughly cover the plant including all the 

leaf axils.  Use a hand or pump up sprayer to get a 

fine spray to cover all, a hose end sprayer does not 

cover good enough.  This is also true if you want to 

use commercial chemical sprays. 

 I recommend the organic mixture of 1 

tablespoon each of fish emulsion, liquid kelp, 

molasses and apple cider vinegar to a gallon of water.  

I use the mixture both as a foliar feed spray and as a 

soil drench fertilizer.  As a weekly foliar spray, for 

me anyhow, it keeps aphids, mites, loopers, 

bagworms and other insects under control.  I try to 

drench twice a month partly because I don’t think the 

plant can absorb all the minor elements it needs thru 

the foliage.  It is a good practice to also use fertilizer 

cakes on the surface of the soil which feeds a bit 

every time you water.  Commercial water soluble 

fertilizers wash out with the next watering and result 

in poorly fed pale bonsai.  They are intended for use 

in soil that retains water for a long period such as 

commercial house plant mixes. 

 In April repotting for the hardy bonsai has 

ended and it’s still too early for the tropicals. Since I 

like to repot when the plant is just breaking 

dormancy by showing buds swelling, late March or 

early April is when I repot things like Dwarf Yaupon 

Holly and Boxwood.  They do well when kept in 

light shade and out of the wind.  Depending on 

temperature some tropicals may be done by the end 

of April.  

 If you have early blooming azaleas, you 

should remove some of the buds.  Most azalea have 

way too many buds to look good when they do not 

have room to open fully. 

 

So what is left to do?  Just trimming, feeding, 

trimming, check for insects, trimming, shows, 

trimming.  You get the idea.  Trimming, that is the 

pinching, plucking or whatever of new growth, is the 

process that both develops refinement on your tree 

but is vital to keep it from growing out of that desired 

state.  This is not pruning which is cutting of 

branches which should not be done when there is a 

strong sap flow which starts when the tree breaks 

dormancy and continues until after the leaves harden 

or later. 

 At the risk of repeating the process too much 

I repeat it for the beginners.  On elms and other trees 

with leaves appearing alternately down the shoot, do 

not let more than 5 new leaves appear. Cut back to 2 

or 3 leaves, leaving the last leaf on the side that you 

want the new growth to appear.  On maples and 

others with leaves coming in pairs on opposite sides 

of the twig, cut the center shoot as soon as you can 

determine it.  Tweezers work best for this operation.  

Since the shoots do not all open at the same time this 

could be a daily chore for the best results. 

 Be sure to check your soils each day for 

proper water content.  It is easy to assume that the 

soil has plenty of water when the days are cool or 

there has been some rain.  A tree with full leaves may 

shed rain water outside of the pot or a good sun and 

low humidity after a front will dry the soil.  I suggest 

that you remove some of the moss so that you can see 

and feel the soil in order to determine how dry it is.  

(Moss growing on the trunk or roots will also cause 

the bark to rot.)  An automatic watering system will 

be an aid but you should not rely on it to replace hand 

watering.  Best use might be to use it for a shot of 

watering in the morning and again at noon, then do 

hand watering in the evening.  Most automatic 

systems just water a spot or two in the pot.  Hand 

watering covers the entire pot and allows you to 

adjust the watering for each tree individually and lets 

you see that the pot is draining properly.  A clogged 

drainage hole can drown some trees in less than a 

week. 

 Most trees will do good in the full sun at this 

time of year.  However, if you have had them in 

partial shade be careful about moving them directly 

to full sun.  They probably should be acclimated 

gradually.  Too much wind will cause the leaves to 

burn.  Some damage may not show up until hot 

weather gets here.  
  

 



 

 

 
 
 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 
Secretary: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com  

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Special Projects: Bruce Harris 

bruceharris8175@gmail.com  

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather    

eflather@sbcglobal.net
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